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Social Studies Homework 


A few weeks into the school year, you can expect your son or daughter to begin bringing home “Weekly Geography” homework.  This will be assigned almost every week.  The paper will go home Monday and can be turned in anytime during the week.  It will always be due on Friday (or the last day of the week.)  The only exceptions will be during shorter weeks.  If the week is really short I will not give out the homework, but if it’s a 4 day week I will still expect the work to get completed.
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The homework will often require the students to read a map in order to answer questions (but not always.)  Most of the time, a map will be included on the worksheet or provided.  On occasion, the students will be expected to look up answers on their own.  I have resources in my classroom that students can use if resources (such as books or the internet) are not available at home.  All of the questions will have to do with Ohio since that is our main topic in the fourth grade!

Science Homework


There will be no “regular” science homework.  In fact, you will probably not see too much homework in this subject at all.  Most of the work will be completed in class unless your child is a particularly slow worker (which is fine...he/she will be allowed to finish work at home if needed.)  There will be occasional tests.  I always send a study guide home before major classroom tests so if your child needs help studying you can assist them.  Watch your child’s take-home folder daily to see graded work coming home and that will give you an idea of what we are studying (if nothing is coming home, that would be very unusual…shoot me an e-mail if you are ever wondering!!!)
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Math Homework


In math, homework may occasionally come home if students do not finish in class or if I see there is a particular skill that needs to be practiced.  Homework may increase as we get closer to the spring testing time!  I do expect that students practice their multiplication and/or division facts at home if these are not yet known.  I will be reviewing the facts with them as the year goes on, but memorizing the facts will enable your child to do harder multiplication and division much more easily!  Also, if your child is still having trouble with basic addition and subtraction (with up to 4 digit numbers), he/she should be working on those skills a little each evening.  Ten to fifteen minutes of practicing basic math each school night is so helpful!

Classroom Parties
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                                       In the fourth grade we have parties for Harvest Days (usually celebrated the day before Thanksgiving Break), Winter Festival, and Valentine’s Day.  Parties at this age level do not require any extra supervision or help from parents, except to help provide the treats!  (  I will ask each student in my room to sign up for one party, so you will only be asked to help with treats once.  Some parents love to send treats to all three parties…that’s fine!  Also, if financially you find you cannot provide a treat when your child signed up, that’s okay too.  We usually have plenty, so don’t feel obligated if it’s beyond your means.  WE ASK THAT ALL TREATS BE PREPACKAGED for health and safety reasons.  Cupcakes/cookies in a sealed container are fine.  I will send home notes before the parties giving ideas and letting you know about any allergies that our students may have!
Birthdays
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You may send a treat in for your child’s birthday if you wish.  Please adhere to the guidelines mentioned above and send me a text (937-417-7935) or an e-mail (sflora@gcswave.com) so we can work out any allergy/health concerns.  The treat will be given to the class either to eat with their lunch or at the end of the day, depending on time constraints.

Awards
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At the fourth grade level, students have the opportunity to earn some academic recognitions.  This is the first year that students can earn Honor Roll (for getting mostly As) or Merit Roll (for getting mostly Bs.)  The students who earn these honors will receive a certificate and a letter of congratulations from Mr. Fries.  Students can also earn recognition for completing all of their work and handing it in on time in all of their classes.  These recognitions are given each grading period.
Good Character Recognition

Students at Greenville Elementary are encouraged to act with good character throughout the entire school year.  Each month students will be focusing on a particular character trait.  One student in each homeroom will be recognized each month for exhibiting that particular character trait well.  Their picture will be taken and they will receive a small prize and invited to a special treat at lunch.  Also, all students who demonstrate good behavior will have the opportunity to participate in a monthly celebration activity.  These activities vary, and in the past have included paper airplane competitions, school dances, movie afternoons, and art activities.  It is our intention to help as many students as possible achieve the goal of attending these fun events!  😊
